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international relations. Joseph travelled simply, under the title
of Count of Falckenstein, attended by a couple of servants, sleep-
ing at wayside inns. When he went to the gorgeous Court of
Versailles in 1777 to visit his sister, Queen Marie Antoinette,
and his brother-in-law, Louis XVI, he stayed, as Count of
Falckenstein, not in the palace, but in a modest lodging in the
town, and, instead of attending ceremonies and amusements at
Court, spent his time visiting historical monuments, military
schools, and hospitals. He considered the condition of one of
the hospitals, at least, to be intolerable. Buffon and Buffon's
great Jardin des Plantes received Joseph's warm attention.
He advised his brother-in-law to visit the chief cities of France
rather than spend his time flying through the woods after
deer; and he remarked to his sister, in her gorgeous and
elaborate Court, " How many things we are able to do without
at Vienna! " When the courtiers celebrated with enthusiasm
the rebellion of the American colonists Joseph was silent;
questioned on his attitude, he said simply, " I confess I am
inclined to be royalist." Travelling incognito, he was often asked
rather absurd questions by the common people, and he always
replied with good nature. The woman who kept an inn at which
he was staying saw him shaving himself, and asked what his
position was at the Emperor's Court. " I sometimes have the
honour of shaving him," said Joseph. After touring through
Normandy, Brittany, Languedoc, Provence, and Burgundy
Joseph left France, returning to Austria by way of Switzerland.
He passed by Voltaire, who was anxious to meet the enlightened
prince (but Joseph kept away, by desire of the devout Maria
Theresa), and visited the celebrated Albrecht von Haller at
Bern. Haller, distinguished in botany, surgery, and letters,
was a native of Bern who held a chair at Gottingen from 1736
to 1753, and then retired to his native city. He was in his
eightieth year when Joseph visited him. The Emperor found
him, enfeebled by age, but still at work, surrounded with
boots. Haller died on December 12 of the same year (1777).
Shortly after returning home Joseph met the opportunity
for which he had been waiting, in order to round off his